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189.    The percentage of short term sentences shows a slight

decrease.   There is yet much room for
Short-term senten-   improvement.    Such sentences are bad
ces<                                from several points of view.    In the first

place, convicts undergoing shoit sentences who are generally
speaking convicted of comparatively minor offences are
brought into contact in ]ails with hardened criminals and, as
often as not, become habituated to a career of crime. Secondly,
such convicts do not benefit by the disciplinary and reforma-
tory influences in jails as they do not stay there long enough
for this. The existence of a large number of short-term con-
victs in jails also adds to the difficulties of jail administration
and its cost without any compensating advantage to the public.
It has been pointed out once again to the magistrates that
such sentences should not be passed when fines can serve the
ends of justice.

190.    No prisoner escaped from the district jails or lock-

ups during the year. One prisoner escaped
^Escapes and recap.    from the Central jaj compound> but was

rearrested the next day. One prisoner
who escaped from the model farm continued to be at large.
Three prisoners who had escaped in previous years were re-
arrested. The total number of prisoners at large was 26 as
compared with 28 at the end of the preceding year.

191.    The jail population on the whole enjoyed   good
Health.                  health'

192.    The total expenditure during the year excluding that

-      ..                 of police guards for lock-ups amounted

Expenditure.                               >                                    Rg>

in the preceding year.   The decrease was mainly under
buildings, dead-stock articles and contingencies.

193.    The total net income from all jails and lock-ups

during the year amounted to Rs. 32,344
Jiarnmgs.                as agamst Rg  ^^  m  ^  precedmg

year.

194.    Deducting the income of Rs, 32,344 from the total

w- .n=f M fimmrn    exPellditure> the net cost of all jails and
jNet cost to Govern-    lock_ups amounted fo  Rg. Q.95   ^ ^

against Rs. 1-07 lakhs in the preceding
year. The average cost on a prisoner was Rs. 87-1-6 as
against Rs. 102-5-0 last year.